NEBRASKA 
State Bar Journal 





JULY, 1958 








LEADERSHIP 


“West” REPORTERS—State and Federal 


“West” DIGESTS — State and Federal 


are acknowledged leaders 


in their fields! 


| 
ee 2 


ST. PAUL 2, MINN. 


“West” STATUTES—State and Federal 














————— eee 











NesraskA Strate Bar JourNAL 








VOLUME 7 * JULY, 1958 * NUMBER 3 








CONTENTS 








A Message from the President __._-_----_---------_----- 77 
Nebraska’s Probation System _-__-_---------------_----- 79 
Vane or Albered Tecwneet on nnn ecw cesses 83 
EE TP TE sik kcedccineeectmmieeee 87 
ABA To: Tectiot Pr onic nicicimnstantenes 89 
Southwestern Legal Foundation Program ________--__-_- 90 


Northwestern University School of Law Program _-_ 91 & 92 


PW TAO TE dndiek cca reeeciimincsenn 93 
Use of Modern Machines and Devices -__--------------- 94 
Cs 0 Fee SOD iniiincnsceuncidasesnsanaena 106 
BE IID 5aticessrssccccrcosSceueieslbeniinialp tata asilatiaiiaaaltaamaisel 106 
ne ee 107 
Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Institute ____--__--______ 110 
Be FIR one iin cinta eed ae 110 











George H. Turner, Secretary 
The official publication of information about the affairs of the Bar 
of Nebraska. Subscription included in membership dues paid an- 
nually by active members of the Nebraska Bar Association. Post- 
age prepaid. 


Executive Council 
Paul L. Martin, President, Paul H. Bek, Thomas F. Colfer, Frederick 
M. Deutsch, Alfred G. Ellick, John R. Fike, Clarence E. Haley, 
Richard E. Hunter, Barton H. Kuhns, C. Russell Mattson, Harry A. 
Spencer, Robert R. Wellington. 


Printed by Gant Publishing Co., 1610 N Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 



















Long Experience 


another reason Continental Trust 


S@evseseseee SSSBCCe 


service can mean carefree security for 


your clients 


For more than 25 years, The Continental has 
been managing property and handling estates 
large and small. The number of far-sighted 
Nebraskans who have made the Continental ex- 
ecutor and trustee run into the many hundreds. 
Here is the experience, the know-how for pro- 
ducing maximum results at minimum expense— 
to free families of needless expense, work and 
worry. 

To make sure your 
most comfort and 
consider the 


clients’ assets yield the ut- 
security for their families, 
advantages of recommending The 
Continental as executor and trustee 


When a plan you recommend requires a corporate fidu- 


ciary, you will find us qualified by experience in the 


management of trusts and estates to serve the needs of 
your client. 


CONTINENTAL 
National Bank 


of Lincoln, Nebr. 11th and O Streets 


Member Federal Deposit insu: -- 





























NEBRASKA STATE BAR JOURNAL 77 





A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Several months have gone by 
since my last message reporting 
the activities of the officers of the 
Nebraska State Bar Association. 
During that period I have attended, 
in addition to committee meetings, 
the annual meeting of the Bar As- 
sociation of the State of Kansas 
at Topeka, Kansas; the annual 


meeting of the Iowa State Bar As- 
sociation at Des Moines, Iowa, and 
the Regional meeting of the Amer- 
ican Bar Association at St. Louis, 
Missouri. 


Needless to say they 
were very in- 
teresting and 
enjoyable occa- 
sions. I feel 
that these ex- 
change visits 
are really 
worth while 
and do a lot to 
break down 
' any state line 
Paul L. Martin barriers be- 
tween the different states. Our 
problems are all the same. We can 
profit by our relationship with the 
other Associations and I hope they 
can get a little good out of us. 
Without detracting in any man- 
ner from other Associations, I do 
want to tell you about the Des 
Moines meeting of the Iowa Asso- 
ciation. The President elect ap- 





points all of his committees prior 
to the annual meeting and all com- 
mittees are called into session the 
day previous to the opening of the 
annual meeting. As a result the 
new president starts his term of 


office with all committees already 
functioning and with much better 
opportunity for accomplishment of 
the objective of the committee than 
is the case where we do not appoint 
our committees until some time 
after the commencement of a new 
year. The Committee meetings in 
Des Moines were well attended and 
the programs well planned in ad- 
vance. 

A most pleasant experience at 
Des Moines was the theatre party 
at the famous Des Moines Com- 
munity Playhouse. The Bar Asso- 
ciation had arranged a special per- 
formance of “Guys and Dolls”, the 
play given by the Community Play- 
ers this season and all seats were 
reserved for the Bar Association 
and its guests. It was an excellent 
performance by a local cast and 
those who had seen the original 
New York Broadway cast were 
loud in their praise of the Des 
Moines production. The _ party 
made an extremely pleasant in- 
terlude in what was a very crowd- 
ed and worth while schedule of 
the Association activities. 

I regretted that the Des Moines 
meeting conflicted with the date 
of the meeting of the Real Estate, 
Probate and Trust Law Section of 
the Nebraska Bar Association meet- 
ing in Fremont on June 7th, since 
I was unable to attend, but I do 
want to take this opportunity to 
tell what Fred H. Richards, chair- 
man of the Section and his commit- 
tee heads are doing. Probably the 
activities of this section affect more 
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members in the practice of law in 
the State of Nebraska than any 
other, and there is no limit to what 
can be accomplished by the Sec- 
tion. 

The Real Estate Division under 
the leadership of George A. Farm- 
an, is divided into four committees: 
(a) Title Standards, (b) Improve- 
ments on Conveyancing, (c) Cur- 
rent Legislation re Real Property, 
and (d) Current Decisions and Lit- 
erature on Real Property and Pro- 
bate Law. 

The Probate Division, under 
Lynn Heth, has committees on (a) 
Improvements in Procedure, (b) 
Will Drafting, (c) Inheritance Tax- 
ation, (d) Fees and Commissions 
in Probate, and (e) Significant De- 
cisions and Literature on Probate 
Law. 

The Trust Law Division, under 
L. R. Ricketts, has committees on 
(a) Drafting Trusts, (b) Signifi- 
cant Legislation, (c) Taxation of 
Trusts, and (d) Trust Procedure. 

It seems to me that every phase 
of Real Estate, Probate and Trust 
Law in Nebraska is fully covered. 
The meeting in Fremont was well 
attended. The Committee mem- 
bers were enthusiastic over the 
programme and the various sub- 
committees already show evidence 
of the success of the section. I 
want to thank Fred and all of his 
committees for the work they are 
doing. 

Law Day U. S. A. was enthusi- 
astically received throughout the 
whole state, and Raymond E. Mc- 
Grath and his committee on Pub- 
lic Service did an outstanding job 


in arranging the various programs. 
Other committees are preparing 
real worth while programs and I 
am very happy with their accomp- 
lishments. 

The American Bar Association 
meets in Los Angeles on August 
25th to 29th and I urge the lawyers 
of Nebraska wherever possible to 
attend this session. It is a won- 
derful opportunity to combine a 
California vacation with an oppor- 
tunity to educate oneself with the 
best information, practices and ex- 
periences in the practice of law. I 
think we are under obligation to 
expand the leadership of the Bar 
during these uncertain times and 
those who attend this annual meet- 
ing can’t help but go back home 
better equipped to carry on with 
our relations with the general 
public. 

We are going to try to arrange 
a Nebraska Headquarters at Los 
Angeles, and I hope to meet many 
of you there. 

Your President, 
Paul L. Martin 
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NEBRASKA'S NEW STATE-WIDE ‘a 
PROBATION SYSTEM GOES INTO EFFECT 


By District Judge Paul W. White, Lincoln, Nebraska 


The history and background of 
Nebraska’s new probation system 
is significant in pointing up the 
problem as it existed in this state 
before this first attempt to create 


a workable uniform system 
throughout the state. Until the 
new act, LB 


568 (1957 Leg- 
islative Acts), 
there was no 
provision for 
probation offi- 
cers or any 
method to im- 
plement the 
power of the 

. court to place 
Paul W. White an_ individual 
on probation under suspension of 
sentence, for a felony, with the 
exception of the cities of Omaha 
and Lincoln in the state’s two most 
populous counties. 

Spurred by citizen and welfare 
organization interest, and backed 
by the district judges in the agri- 
cultural districts outstate, there 
has been a continuing demand and 
interest in the creation of some 
workable and uniform facility for 
the handling of first offenders and 
other suitable individuals before 
the courts. 

Legislatures Direct Study 

The 1949 and 1951 legislatures 
directed a study be made by their 
legislative research director. Two 
comprehensive studies were made, 
both recommending a “state-wide” 





uniform system with suitable uni- 
form standards and competent 
personnel, but silent as to a sug- 
gestion of any tangible structured 
system to put into practical opera- 
tion. These studies contacted wel- 
fare organizations, all law enforce- 
ment officials and judges, and held 
public hearings over the state. The 
summary of the judgment of the 
director was that everybody was 
in favor of a “state-wide proba- 
tion system,” but there was almost 
complete lack of agreement as to 
how it should be constructed and 
under whom it should operate. 

The problem was compounded 
by the large geographical area of 
the state and the sparsely popu- 
lated and comparative lack of a 
problem in some areas of the state. 
On principle, some pressure groups 
desired the removal of administra- 
tive supervision from the courts 
while on the other hand the dis- 
trict judges insisted on the import- 
ance and necessity of maintaining 
their constitutional prerogative as 
to final supervision and disposition 
of convicted felons. 

Had Continuing Committee 

The district judges association, 
which had a continuing committee 
on this matter was not in agree- 
ment as to the structural details 
or as to how the system would be 
coordinated between a necessity 
for uniformity and state-wide con- 
trol and yet preserve the legally. 
necessary reservation of complete 
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control of the probationer indi- 
vidually under the appropriate 
statute and the special rules that 
might be laid down by the court 
in any given case. 

Several individual district judges 
vitally interested in the problem 
proposed and had introduced in 
the years before 1957 special bills 
attempting to set up a general sys- 
tem. They did not get through 
the committee in the legislature. 
Then in 1955 the State Youth Com- 
mittee sponsored and had intro- 
duced what was commonly known 
as the “Attorney General’s Bill,” 
which was a workable tangible 
plan meeting many of the previ- 
ous objections, but did not get 
through committee in the legisla- 
ture because of the objections of 
the judges to a basic provision in 
the bill providing for control of the 
administration of the plan, central 
reporting, etc., being vested in the 
Attorney General’s office. 

Lincoln and Omaha had func- 
tioning and working probation of- 
fices, handling several hundred 
men, and a very small percentage 
of recidivism. The district judges 
had always been desirous of having 
the same facility outstate, and fi- 
nally, under a special committee 
headed by Judge L. Ross Newkirk 
of Omaha, drafted L. B. 568, which 
was passed by the 1957 legislature 
without a dissenting vote. It is 
interesting to note that this bill 
passed almost exactly as origin- 
ally drafted, and with only minor 
and inconsequential changes. So 
it may be said that after many 
years of confusion and uncertainty, 


Nebraska has finally adopted a 
general state-wide system of pro- 
viding for a planned uniform sys- 
tem of pre-sentence investigations, 
case studies, and coordinated su- 
pervision of persons eligible for 
probation under court suspension 
of sentence. 

MAIN ELEMENTS OF SYSTEM 

The purpose of the act can best 
be gathered from the directive as 
to its purposes and ends as set out 
in Section 1 of the act. The lan- 
guage of this section is self-ex- 
planatory: 

“That the treatment of persons 
convicted of crime shall take in- 
to consideration their individual 
characteristics, circumstances, 
needs and potentialities as re- 
vealed by a case study, and that 
such persons shall be dealt with 
in the community by a uniformly 
organized system of constructive 
rehabilitation, under probation 
supervision * * *.” 

Thus, pre-sentence investigation 
and case study, continuing “treat- 
ment” supervision and affirmative 
case work under a uniformly or- 
ganized responsible recorded sys- 
tem is a directive to the judges and 
personnel working under the pro- 
visions of the act. 

Power Granted 

Section 4 of the act constitutes 
the active district judges of the 
state as an “entity,” the “Nebraska 
District Court Judges Assn.,” and 
grants to it the power to “exer- 
cise general supervision over pro- 
bation in all district courts of the 
state.” It provides for meetings, 


election of officers and other organ- 
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izational details. In this basic pro- 
vision of the act there is also 
spelled out a directive for coor- 
dination, uniformity, and an in- 
tegration of the work of the ten 
probation districts into a compre- 
hensive system operated under a 
common policy. This act specif- 
ically provides: 
1. Requires the presiding judges 
to make reports of the operation 
of probation in their districts. 
2. Periodic reports from the pro- 
bation officers direct to the as- 
sociation. 
3. Requires the association to 
set up forms and regulations to 
the end that “uniformity and ef- 
ficiency” be achieved. 
4. Requires the adoption of gen- 
eral rules over the state gov- 
erning probation. It contem- 
plates a general system of pre- 
sentence investigations and cen- 
tral reporting of results on a 
uniform basis. The rules shall 
be adopted as “deemed necessary 
for the regulation of methods and 
procedures in the administration 
of probation, including investiga- 
tions, supervision, case work, 
record keeping, and accounting, 
which rules shall have the force 
and effect of law.” 
Ten Districts 
Other sections of the act imple- 
ment specifically the general plan 
of supervision of dividing the state 
into ten probation districts, con- 
sisting of a combination of several 
different district court judicial dis- 
tricts. It provides for the meet- 
ing of the district judges in these 
districts, the election of a presid- 


ing judge for the purpose of ad- 
ministering the act, and the ap- 
pointment of a probation officer 
by the judges of each district. 
Summarizing, the state is dis- 
tricted with a probation officer or 
officers in each district working 
under any judge in any specific 
case, under the administrative con- 
trol of a district presiding judge, 
all placed under a general uni- 
form reporting, accounting and pol- 
icy supervision of the Nebraska 
District Court Judges Association. 
The system as spelled out seems 
to be a simple comprehensible plan 
adapted to constitutional require- 
ments of criminal law in the state, 
and is designed to achieve the ben- 
efits of uniformity in policy and ad- 
ministrative direction and yet pre- 
serve complete autonomy of judi- 
cial control in the individual crim- 
inal case. The dilemma of di- 
vided jurisdiction or divided con- 
trol appears to have been solved. 
THE PLAN IN OPERATION 
Obviously, there has not been 
enough experience under the op- 
eration of the plan for any respon- 
sible evaluation of its merits. 
There will be, of course, many 
problems that will arise which 
will have to be solved by rule 
within the administration of the 
act or possibly by further legis- 
lation. It can be said that the plan 
has met an enthusiastic response 
on the part of the judges and has 
general public approval. There 
has been little comment in this 
implementing or creational stage 
on the part of the press. 
In a state where, except for 
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Omaha and Lincoln, the outstate 
judges have been utterly without 
the benefit of pre-sentence inves- 
tigation or any responsible facility 
for control and regulation of su- 
pervision on probation, the plan 
is already a great step forward, 
and will undoubtedly result, even 
if no other purpose is achieved, 
in the restoring of many men to 
productive membership in society, 
where before the chances were en- 
hanced of their being institution- 
alized in a correctional or penal 
institution. 
Money Appropriated 

The legislature appropriated 
$200,000 to administer the act. Un- 
der the provisions of the act, the 
district judges association has met 
twice, adopted a constitution, by- 
laws, and promulgated the uni- 
form rules and regulations for pre- 
sentence investigation, reports, etc., 
required by the act. The judges in 
each of the ten districts have met 
and selected their presiding judge, 
and as this goes to press all of the 
districts have appointed an officer 
or officers and have fixed salaries 
and the plan is in actual operation. 

Under the plan, the association 
appropriated or fixed a budget 
keeping the allocation of money 
the same for Omaha and Lincoln, 
as was previously contemplated. 
Until further experience indicates 
a different distribution, the judges 
for the first year allocated $7,000 
to each out-state district. The mile- 
age and expense problem varies 
in the out-state districts and will be 
a problem for evaluation. By rule, 
a central reporting and secretarial 


office has been set up in the proba- 
tion office of the probation officer in 
Lincoln, the capital city, and re- 
ports and plans for operation are al- 
ready starting to crystallize in the 
practical operation of the plan. 

The different probation officers 
appointed are working and plan- 
ning on a joint meeting with the 
judges. Coordination, exchange 
of information and tangible plans 
for training and education in 
supervision and detailed case work 
are on their agenda for considera- 
tion. 

Eye Financial Saving 

The legislature, in adopting the 
plan, had an eye on the tremen- 
dous financial saving over insti- 
tutionalization, which the proved 
and spelled out record in Omaha 
and Lincoln had demonstrated. Let 
us hope that future legislatures 
will not hamstring the plan and 
provide sufficient funds to give the 
plan a chance to work with ade- 
quate funds for salaries and ex- 
penses of competent personnel in 
the probation offices, and provision 
for the maintenance of an adequate 
central office. 

The ideal objective in the mod- 
ern criminal law is to maintain a 
just balance between the treatment 
concept as an objective for the in- 
dividual and the general security 
of protective concept as the funda- 
mental object of all criminal law. 
Here in this probation act we hope 
that we have securely and clear- 
ly retained the necessary judicial 
controls toward the aim of the 
general security and yet, within 
the framework of the law, created 
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a flexible working system within 
which the maximum forces of the 
community may be brought to bear 
on the reformation and the re- 


construction of the individual, in 
both the social and individual 
sense. 





VALID OR ALTERED DOCUMENT? 


Winsor C. Moore, Professor of Law, Creighton University School of Law, Omaha 
and Examiner of Questioned Documents 


A trained Examiner of Ques- 
tioned Documents is much more 
than a handwriting analyst. In ad- 
dition to his ability to establish the 
identity of disputed handwriting, 
the competent document specialist 
possesses, for example, the knowl- 
edge of how to identify type- 
writers, differentiate inks, restore 
charred instruments, establish the 
sequence in which handwriting or 
typewritten material was written, 
and decipher invisible writings. 
These things can be accomplished 
by the trained examiner through 


his unique combined mastery of 
chemistry, physics, microscopy, and 
photography. Microscopes, mi- 
crometers, protractors, test plates, 
photographic equipment, and simi- 
lar devices, permit the trained ex- 
aminer to make a scientific exam- 
ination before formulating an ob- 
jective and impartial opinion con- 
cerning the genuineness of any 
document. 

Not infrequently attorneys pro- 
crastinate in soliciting the services 
of a questioned document exam- 
iner when they encounter a dis- 
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puted document. If attorneys de- 
lay until the case is ready for trial, 
the examiner might lack sufficient 
time to scrutinize the document 
sufficiently or perhaps there will 
be inadequate opportunity to pro- 
cure genuine specimens to serve as 
the basis of comparison. Thus, it 
behooves every attorney who has a 
case involving any document, to 
have the instrument verified for 
genuineness by a trained examiner 
as a routine matter at the outset of 
the controversy. If the attorney 
establishes this practice in every 
document case, he will obviously 
be in a better position to proceed 
in the prosecution or defense of his 
case. The attorney should never 
assume that the instrument, which 
forms the very essence of his case, 








is genuine. If there is any evi- 
dence whatsoever that the particu- 
lar document is forged or has been 
altered, the attorney should hesi- 
tate to proceed until he has elicited 
a report of genuineness from a 
trained document examiner. 
Countless attorneys and other 
persons who handle documents 
daily, fail to recognize even the 
most common characteristics of al- 
teration. For example, in Figure 
No. 1 it appears superficially from 
a casual reading that Corey F. 
Davis has given Harley S. Cappock 
a receipt for $500 cash received and 
that this constituted the final and 
full payment on a $3,000 note which 
Davis had been holding from Cap- 
pock. A closer examination, how- 
ever, of Figure No. 1 shows def- 


Sad CS ee Eo ee eee ee i 
s z ’ 
Rh: October 8 9 54 
{ gee a 
4 RECEIVED srom __ Harley S. Cappock ; 
i Five hundred and no/100 - - - - - - - - ms — 
: in full payment of $3,000 note, ; H 
’ oo 3 
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ee of Qusstioned Deouawale 


Figure No. 1 
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initely that the words “in full pay- 
ment of $3,000 note” have been 
inserted by a typewriter other than 
the one used for typing the orig- 
inal portion of the receipt. The 
vertical alignment of the inserted 
typewritten letters and words do 
not coincide with the typewritten 
words directly above. An alert 
attorney would also notice that 
there is a typewritten strike-over 
in the date. From a mere visual 
examination of the date, one is 
unable to determine whether the 
receipt was dated originally “Oc- 
tober 6, 1954” or “October 7, 1954”. 

How does the trained document 
examiner prove that a document 
has been altered? In this actual 
case, the examiner and the attor- 
ney involved were fortunate in lo- 
cating the typewriter owned by 


Words Typed from 


Words Reproduced 


Davis which was used in typing 
the original provisions of the re- 
ceipt. Also, a typewriter owned 
by Cappock was located. By tak- 
ing a specimen of typewriting from 
each of the typewriters, and mak- 
ing a comparative analysis by pho- 
tographic enlargement, and repro- 
ducing the questioned inserted 
words, (Figure No. 2) it can be 
scientifically deduced that Cap- 
pock’s typewriter was used for typ- 
ing the inserted words “In full 
payment of $3,000 note”. The de- 
duction is accurate and convincing 
when the respective words are 
studied. The dot of the “i” in 
Davis’ typewriter is much fuller 
and rounder than the dot of the 
“i” in the word “in” on the receipt 
and in the word “in” typed from 
Cappock’s typewriter. The base 


Words Typed fren 


Cappock's fron Davis! 
Typewriter Receipt Typewriter 
in in in 
full full full 
payment payment, payment 
of of of 

$3,900 $3,000 $3,000 
note, note, note. 


WINSOR C. MOORE 
Grecnion ae Qrsctionad CPisminls 


Figure No. 2 
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of the letter “1” in “full” and the 
bottom of the letter “f”, are much 
more distinct from Davis’ type- 
writer than when written on Cap- 
pock’s typewriter. In the word 
“payment”, the tail of the “y” ends 
in a circle dot whereas this char- 
acteristic is lacking in the “y” in 
the word “payment” on the receipt 
and in the specimen taken from 
Cappock’s typewriter. The letter 
“o” in “of” and in the word “note”, 
in the typing reproduced from the 
receipt and the same taken from 
Cappock’s typewriter, is above the 
base line of typing. This elevation 
is not shown in the sample taken 
from Davis’ typewriter nor is it 
shown in other words containing 
the letter “o” on the face of the 
receipt. Comparison of the final 
up-turn on the letter “t” in “pay- 


ment” and “note” show that the 
words on the receipt were written 
by Cappock’s typewriter. The dol- 
lar sign shown in the sample from 
Davis’ typewriter has only one ver- 
tical bar whereas the dollar sign 
in the disputed wording and in the 
sample taken from Cappock’s type- 
writer, has two vertical bars. Fur- 
thermore, the tail of the figure 
“3” fades or tapers in the dis- 
puted wording on the receipt as 
well as in the sample taken from 
Cappock’s typewriter. The ascer- 
tainment of these distinctive and 
matching characteristics leads to 
the inevitable and convincing con- 
clusion that Cappock’s typewriter 
was used to insert the words “in 
full payment of $3,000 note” on 
the receipt. 

In order to determine the se- 





Figure No. 3 
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quence of the date, viz. whether 
the “6” was written prior to or 
subsequent to the figure “7”, the 
trained document examiner usual- 
ly resorts to his stereoscopic micro- 
scope. After making a minute ex- 
amination, a standard microscope 
can be used to photograph and en- 
large the date figures. The exam- 
iner, by utilizing the proper light- 
ing effect, will be able to establish 


the sequence in which the date 
figures were typed. Figure No. 3 
shows conclusively that the “7” 
was struck over the “6”. i 

An attorney, who handles a doc- 
ument case perfunctorily, can 
blame only himself if his opponent 
embarrasses him at the trial by of- 
fering proof that the genuineness 
of a document is opposite than al- 
leged. 


JUNIOR BAR SPONSORS INSTITUTE 


The Junior Bar Section has 
scheduled an institute on the very 
practical subject of “Damages for 
Personal Injudies” to be held joint- 
ly with the University of Nebras- 
ka, College of Law on September 
19 and 20. The sessions are to be 
held at the Law School Building 
in Lincoln. The tentative program 
follows: 

Friday, September 19, 1958 
10:00 A. M. to 12:00 
Introductions 
Special Damages — Judge Van 
Steenberg (50 minutes) 

A general discussion of the law 
relative to the right of an injured 
person to recover various items of 
past and future special damage; 
the necessary, admissible, and per- 
suasive proof thereof; and prob- 
lems involved in instructions and 
special questions to the jury or 
special verdicts. The following 
items are suggested to be covered, 
but are not exclusive: 

a. Medical and hospital bills. 

(There are some _ technical 
problems of proof here.) 


b. Nursing bills at home. (Sup- 


pose they have not been paid 
for.) 

. Prosthesis. 

. Replacement help. 

. Collateral benefits rule. 

. Future expenses—medical and 
other. 

g. Funeral expenses. 

[Note that loss of earnings will 

be covered separately. ] 

General Damages — Ray Simmons 
(50 minutes) 

A general discussion of the law 
relative to the right of an injured 
person to recover for past and fu- 
ture pain and suffering; the neces- 
sary, admissible, and persuasive 
proof thereof; and problems in- 
volved in instructions and special 
questions to the jury or special 
verdicts. Demonstrative evidence 
is pertinent. The following items 
are suggested to be covered, but 
are not exclusive: 

a. Pain. 

b. Anxiety. 

c. Humiliation. 

d. Embarrassment. 

e. Enjoyment of life’s pleasures. 
f. Nervousness, or other person- 
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ality change. 

g. Shortened life. 

h. Future pain. 

i. Injury to an unborn child. 

[Please note that the aggrava- 

tion of pre-existing conditions or 

diseases is covered separately. ] 

Lunch—12:00 to 1:30 

How Do Juries Approach the Prob- 
lem of Damages? —1:30 Dale 
Broeder (30 minutes) 

Panel Discussion — 2:00 to 4.30 
George Boland 
Fred Deutsch 
John Dougherty 
Russell Mattson 
David Dow, Moderating 

A general discussion of special 
questions concerned with how to 
handle a jury; general verdict 
trends; insurance; what can and 
should be argued, and how; ex- 
cessive verdicts; and special prob- 
lems involved in the handling and 
settlement of claims when the in- 
surance does not cover the claims. 
Business Meeting of the Junior Bar 

Section — 4.30 
Saturday, September 20, 1958 
9:00 to 11:30 A. M. 

Loss of Earnings and Death 
Claims — Robert Barlow (60 
minutes) 

A discussion of the law relative 
to the right to recover for death 
under §§ 30-809 and 810 and for 
the claims of the deceased. Prob- 
lems dealing with loss of earnings 
are of primary importance and 
these will be covered generally for 
living and deceased injured per- 
sons, both past and future. To 
what extent is the loss of future 
earnings subject to mitigation? Is 


there any right to recover for the 

death of an unborn child? 

Distribution of Money Recovered 
by an Administrator of a De- 
Deceased Person—Judge Spen- 
cer (30 minutes) 

Applicable law. 

The nature of the hearing. 

The effect of the existence of 

children of several marriages. 

To what extent is the District 

Court judgment or verdict 
binding on the County Court? 

The effect of Workmen’s Com- 

pensation. 

Aggravation of Pre-existing Condi- 
tions or Diseases — Kenneth 
Elson (30 minutes) 

The right to recover for injuries 
aggravating prior conditions or dis- 
eases; the necessary, admissible, 
and persuasive proof thereof; and a 
comparison with the rules of Work- 
men’s Compensation. 

Derivative Claims—Donald Lay 
(30 minutes) 

A general discussion of the right 
of one person to recover for past 
and future damages caused by the 
injury of someone else; the neces- 
sary, admissible, and persuasive 
evidence thereof; and problems in- 
volved in instructions and special 
questions to the jury or special 
verdicts. The following items are 
suggested to be covered, but are not 
exclusive: 

Loss of wife’s services. 

Loss of husband’s services. 

Loss of children’s services. 

Loss of parent’s services. 

[The foregoing covers both 
personal loss, such as love, con- 
sortium, guidance; and loss of 
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income. Some of this may ov- 
erlap Mr. Barlow’s topic.] 

Special costs, such as medical 
bills. 


[This may overlap a similar 
item covered by Judge Van 
Steenberg. ] 

Loss of servant’s services. 


ABA TAX SECTION PLANS INTERESTING 
PROGRAM FOR AUGUST MEETING 


The 1958 annual meeting of the 
American Bar Association, to be 
held in Los Angeles in August, will 
be the first meeting to be held in 
California since the San Francisco 
meeting in 1952, and the first meet- 
ing to be held in Southern Calif- 
ornia since 1935. A heavy regis- 
tration and attendance are antici- 
pated for the meeting by the Amer- 
ican Bar Association. 

The Section of Taxation of the 
American Bar Association will 
have a full and interesting pro- 
gram at the meeting. Business 
sessions will be held at the Statler 
Hilton Hotel commencing Satur- 
day, August 23, and continuing 
through Sunday and Monday, Au- 
gust 24 and 25. The business ses- 
sions will consider reports of the 
many committees actively working 
in the tax field, among which will 
be several legislative proposals of 
interest to the tax bar as well as 
to the bar generally. Some of 
these will provide vigorous debate. 
As the American Bar Association 
has enjoyed some success in hav- 
ing its legislative proposals adopted 
by Congress, it constitutes the ma- 
jor forum where a lawyer can hope 
to air his grievances effectively. 
For this reason, many legislative 
proposals are ordinarily advanced 
at these meetings, all are seriously 


considered and debated, and some 
are adopted into the Association’s 
legislative program. 

Among the expected resolutions 
to be presented are proposed 
amendments to the corporate- 
stockholder provisions of the 1954 
Internal Revenue Code. These in- 
clude three proposed amendments 
to Section 337 of the Code—the 
Section which eliminates’ the 
“double tax” which otherwise 
would apply upon sale of assets 
in the course of corporate liquida- 
tion. The proposals are to permit 
Section 337 to apply notwithstand- 
ing distribution to a liquidation 
trust or agency; the treatment of 
involuntary conversion as a sale or 
exchange for purposes of the Sec- 
tion; and successive liquidations of 
controlled corporations. 

The text of the legislative pro- 
posals, and the arguments offered 
in favor of them, will be submitted 
to members of the Section in ad- 
vance of the annual meeting 
through the printed program of 
the Section. 

Other legislative proposals in the 
corporate-stockholder field relate 
to simplification of attribution rules 
under Section 318 of the Code; and 
resolutions in opposition to certain 
recommendations of the Mills ad- 
visory group on optional dividends 
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and charitable contributions of Sec- 
tion 306 stock. 

A legislative proposal of par- 
ticular interest to lawyers is one 
which would permit current de- 
ductions for a variety of attorney’s 
fees which the Internal Revenue 
Service now requires be capitalized 
instead of currently deducted. 

The Section plans a luncheon 
meeting on Sunday, to be held at 
the Statler Hilton. The speaker 
will be Judge William J. Jameson, 
Judge of the Federal District Court 
of Montana, and former president 
of the American Bar Association. 
Judge Jameson will speak upon the 
subject of lawyers and certified 
public accountants who practice in 
association. Judge Jameson is and 
has been the Chairman of the 
American Bar Association Com- 
mittee on Professional Relations. 

On Tuesday, August 26, two 
technical sessions will be presented. 
The morning session will be a panel 
discussion on the subject of “Tax 
Problems of the Independent Mo- 
tion Picture and Television Pro- 


ducer”. The program will be pre- 
sented in the form of a meeting of 
two tax attorneys, a general attor- 
ney, and a motion picture or tele- 
vision star who will discuss the 
problems presented by the latter’s 
venture into independent film pro- 
duction. Among the problems to 
be discussed will be the form of 
entity to be used, including con- 
sideration of the use of a foreign 
corporation; amortization of films; 
disposition of literary properties; 
and the collapsible corporation 
problem upon the ultimate sale of 
the business. 

The technical session to be pre- 
sented on the afternoon of Tuesday, 
August 26, will be concerned with 
state and local tax problems. 

Members of the bar interested in 
tax problems are invited to attend 
the sessions. Past sessions have 
provoked lively, stimulating, and 
often entertaining debate upon 
controversial problems in the tax 
field. It is expected that the Los 
Angeles session will prove to be 
no exception to the general rule. 


PROGRAM OF SOUTHWESTERN 


LEGAL FOUNDATION 


Aug. 18-27, 1958 Institute for Pub- 
lic Prosecutors 

Oct. 29-31, 1958 Institute on Per- 
sonal Injury Litigation 

Feb. 2-27, 1959 Short Court on Oil 
and Gas Law 

Feb. 11-13, 1959 10th Annual In- 
stitute on the Law of Oil, 
Gas and Taxation 

April 27 through May 1, 1959 Law- 


yer’s Week 
All of the above to be held at 
Southwestern Legal Center, Dallas, 
Texas. 


For details write: 

Bill Broome 

Public Relations Director 
Southwestern Legal Foundation 
Hillcrest at Daniels 

Dallas 5, Texas 
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A FIVE DAY COURSE FOR 
DEFENSE LAWYERS IN CRIMINAL 
CASES 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


AUUST 11-16, 1958 


This first annual Northwestern University Short Course 
for Defense Lawyers in Criminal Cases—a project made 
possible by a recent grant from The Ford Foundation— 


has a threefold objective: 
@ To offer instruction regarding the preparation and trial of crim- 


inal cases. 


@ To acquaint defense counsel with the possibilities of scientific 
methods in the defense of criminal cases. 

@ To provide a forum for the mutual exchange of information by 
the attending defense counsel from all parts of the United States 


and Canada. 





Well qualified authorities and experienced defense law- 
yers will discuss the following subjects, among others: 


LEGAL 

Preparation for Trial 

Pre-Trial Motions 

The Selection of Jurors 

Opening Statements 

The Examination, Cross-Exam- 
ination, and Impeachment of 
Witnesses (Lay and Expert) 

Getting Exhibits in Evidence 

Closing Arguments 

Instructions 

The Art of Advocacy 

Post Trial Motions and Reme- 
dies 

Habeas Corpus and Extradition 

Recent Developments in_ the 
Law Regarding Arrest, Con- 
fessions, Search and Seizure, 
and Self-Incrimination 


SCIENTIFIC 
Medical Evidence in Homicide 
and Sex Cases: 
The Cause of Death 
The Time of Death 
Misconceptions Regarding 
Dead Bodies 
Evidence of Abortion, Sex- 
ual Assault, etc. 
Fingerprint Evidence 
Firearms Identification (‘Bal- 
listics’’) 
Microanalysis 
Comparative Micrography (Tool 
Mark Identifications, etc.) 
The Lie-Detector Technique (Il- 
lustrated Lantern Slide Lec- 
tures and Demonstrations) 
“Truth Serum” Tests 
Police Interrogation Techniques 
Chemical Tests for Alcoholic 
Intoxication 











Attendance open to all attorneys interested in the practice of criminal 
law. 
Attendance fee—$100, payable on August 11th 


A copy of the complete program for the course will be available on 

June lst. However, if you wish to register now, or desire any fur- 

ther information at this time, please write to: 

Professor Fred E. Inbau, Northwestern University School of Law 
Lake Shore Drive and Chicago Avenue, Chicago 11, Illinois 
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Northwestern University School of Law Announces 


THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL SHORT COURSE 
FOR PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS 


August 4 — August 8, 1958 


The Short Course for Prosecuting Attorneys has a three- 
fold objective ‘ 

* To offer instruction regarding the preparation and 
trial of criminal cases. 

* To acquaint prosecutors with the possibilities of 
scientific methods in criminal investigations and 
prosecutions. 

* To provide a forum for the mutual exchange of 
information by the attending prosecutors. 





Well qualified authorities will discuss many subjects of 

importance to prosecuting attorneys, including: 

Preparation for Trial 

The Selection of Jurors 

Opening Statements 

The Examination and Cross-Examination of Witnesses 

The Effective Use of Medical Evidence 

The Art of Advocacy 

Closing Arguments 

Extradition and Habeas Corpus Problems 

Non-Support Actions 

Bad Check Cases 

The Prosecution of Drunk Driving Cases 

Chemical Tests for Alcoholic Intoxication 

Homicide Investigation 

Document Examination: Handwriting and Typewriting Identifica- 
tions, Proof of Forgery, etc., and the Effective Presentation of 
such evidence 

Common Sense Techniques in the Interrogation of Criminal Suspects 

The Lie-Detector Technique 

The Taking of Confessions 

The Self-Incrimination Privilege 





Attendance fee is $100.00, payable on the opening day— 
August 4. 


Attendance is restricted to attorneys holding federal, state or muni- 
cipal office as prosecutor or assistant prosecutor. 

The complete expenses of most of the previous course attendants 
were defrayed by the counties or states they represented. 

A copy of the program for the 1958 course, together with informa- 
tion regarding hotel rates and accommodations, will be available 
on June 2. 


If you wish to register now, or desire any further information at 
this time, please write to: 
Professor Fred E. Inbau, Northwestern University School of Law 
Lake Shore Drive and Chicago Avenue, Chicago 11, Illinois 
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NEW LAWYERS ADMITTED 


On June 20, 1958, the Supreme 
Court admitted a class of 60 new 
lawyers who had - successfully 
passed the bar examination. Most 
of the class were graduates of 
Creighton University, School of 
Law and the University of Nebras- 
ka, College of Law. 

Most of the members of the class 
were admitted on motion of George 
H. Turner, Clerk of the Supreme 
Court and a member of the Ne- 
braska State Bar Commission but 
others were admitted on motion of 
attorneys who had an especial in- 
terest in the candidates by reason 
of family or professional relation- 
ship. 

Pictured back row, left to right, 


are Donald Lee Bloom and his 
father-in-law, Lyle C. Holland, 
William Douglas Marti and his 
father, Lloyd Marti, Donald R. 
Sampson and his father, Donald F. 
Sampson, William E. Mooney, Jr. 
and his father William E. Mooney. 
Front row, left to right, John 
V. Addison and his father, Hu- 
ber Addison, Patricia K. Koley 
and her husband, James L. Koley, 
and Norman Krivosha and his spon- 
sor, Herman Ginsburg. The mo- 
tion for admission of each of these 
applicants was made by his relative 
or sponsor. 

The full list of the newly ad- 
mitted lawyers follows: 
John V. Addison, Wayne 
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Merrell Le Roy Andersen, Maywood 
Jerome R. Barton, Lincoln 

S. Bruce Barton, Lincoln 

Marshall Dean Becker, Omaha 
Donald Lee Bloom, Lincoln 
Robert Oscar Brown, Omaha 
Morris J. Bruckner, Omaha 

John D. Bunger, Upland 

Dale Keith Cullen, Wahoo 
William Sisler Dill, Lincoln 
Warren H. Dunn, Omaha 
Richard L. Edgerton, Omaha 
Charles F. Fitzke, Gering 
Harvey Lincoln Goth, Lincoln 
William I. Hagen, Norfolk 

Deryl F. Hamann, Lincoln 
Russell Robert Harris, Jr., Omaha 


Edward Thomas Harvey, Jr., Creston. Ia. 


Earl Dean Hascall. Lincoln 
Werner E. Hennings, Omaha 
Claire D. Johnson, Tilden 
Dwain L. Jones, Lincoln 
Patricia Killeas Koley, Omaha 
Norman Krivosha, Lincoln 
James Stephen La Rue, Trenton 
Joy Noel Lindquist, Omaha 
Charles G. Luellman, Bloomfield 
John C. McElhaney, Lincoln 
Stephen Thomas McGill, Omaha 


William Douglas Marti, Lincoln 
William E. Mooney, Jr., Omaha 
Duane L. Nelson, Minden 

Joe Clark Noble, Omaha 

Armin B. Pagel, Lincoln 

Robert E. Paulick, Grand Island 
Salvatore Pirruccello, Omaha 
Donn Creighton Raymond, Gering 
Glenn Alvin Rodehorst, Columbus 
Donald R. Sampson, Central City 
Jerry L. Snyder, Lincoln 

Stanley Aaron Snyder, Alexandria 
George A. Sommer, Omaha 
Gene Paul Spence, Lincoln 

Gene C. Stevens, Omaha 

Daniel Lee Stewart, Waterbury 
Willis L. Strong, Lincoln 

Sidney H. Sweet, Lincoln 
William F. Swindler, Lincoln 
Stanley A. Traub, Omaha 
Norman Veitzer, Omaha 

Robert C. Vondrasek, Omaha 
Richard L. Walentine, Lincoln 
Paul Eugene Watts, Omaha 
Lawrence F. Weber, Walnut, Ia. 
Le Roy W. Weber, Lincoln 

John B. Will, Omaha 

Francis L. Winner, Omaha 
Charles E. Wright, Scottsbluff 


USE OF MODERN MACHINES AND DEVICES 
BY THE SMALL LAW OFFICE 


By Philip S. Habermann, Executive Director, State Bar of Wisconsin* 


If this program were advertised 
as one where each lawyer present 
would be given 100 shares of Gen- 
eral Electric stock as a present 
just for being here, very likely 
every lawyer from Virginia to Flor- 
ida and west to New Orleans would 
be beating the doors down trying 
to get in. Yet the annual dividends 
on that stock would be only $200.00. 

Gentlemen, that is only “pea- 
nuts” compared with the gain in 
your own net income that many 
of you can realize if you will only 


apply to your practice some of the 
ideas to be offered here this morn- 
ing. 
My small part in this program 
deals primarily with efficiency. 
But efficiency can contribute great- 
ly to your personal productivity, 
and will increase your income. 
There are three phases to the prob- 
lem of efficiency in the practice of 
law: 


* Presented at ABA Regional Meeting, 
Atlanta, Georgia, February 22, 1958. 
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1. Efficiency of you, the lawyer, 

in the way you work. 

2. Efficiency of the system or 

organization of your office. 

3. Efficiency of your physical of- 

fice and equipment. 

It is the latter that I will discuss 
briefly. 

So far as the physical furniture 
and furnishings of your office are 
concerned, within the limitations 
of your budget, and dependent up- 
on your personal taste, improve- 
ments are limited largely to the 
purchase and arrangement oi items 
such as desks, chairs, tables, lamps, 
files, bookshelves, waiting room 
furniture, rugs, drapes, pictures, 
etc., as space requires. Items for 
comfort such as water coolers, air 
conditioning equipment, fans, and 
the like are equally important. 

Whether you are planning a new 
office or refurbishing your old of- 
fice, a good deal of advance plan- 
ning and consultation with special- 
ists in interior decoration and office 
furniture will pay big dividends. 
I will have more to say on this 
later. 

The really important working 
tools in the lawyer’s office, outside 
of his library, are the items of of- 
fice equipment. This includes 
items such as typewriters, manual 
or electric; copying equipment, 
wet or dry process; electronic dic- 
tation equipment; adding machine; 
postage meter; tape recorder; check 
protector, mimeograph or other du- 
plicator; telephone answering de- 
vice; postage scale; calculator; and 
the like. 


Automation 

_At this point we should look 
briefly at automation. Automation 
is a word that has come along in 
recent years. It pertains to those 
machines and devices, largely of 
an electronic nature, which auto- 
matically perform routine func- 
tions, usually with a considerable 
saving of personnel. Unfortunate- 
ly, except for the simple electric 
machines which I mentioned a mo- 
ment ago, automation is simply 
not, at this date, adapted to the law 
office. 

The electronic integrated office 
systems, bookkeeping and billing 
machines, and electronic comput- 
ors such as UNIVAC, made and 
sold by firms like Burroughs, Rem- 
ington-Rand and IBM are designed 
for large commercial and industrial 
applications and are not useful in 
a law office. 

Because of the highly personal 
nature of the law practice, it is 
unlikely that much mechanization 
or automation will be practicable 
or economical in the law office in 
the near future. There is simply 
no machine available at this time 
into which you can dictate and have 
it produce a transcribed letter. 
Neither is there any machine which 
will do your legal research, your 
brief writing, or your thinking. 
Consequently, you must look for 
major improvements in your office 
efficiency in the fields of system 
and organization. This assumes 
that you have in your office the 
basic items of office equipment 
which I mentioned a moment ago. 

Of all the recent improvements 
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in office equipment, three items 
already widely used by lawyers 
have been most useful in increas- 
ing, office efficiency. These are 
electric typewriters, copying equip- 
ment and dictating machines. 
Electric Typewriters 

I suppose there are a few law 
offices that still do not have any 
typewriter, but I am certain that 
in this prosperous part of the coun- 
try more than a third of the law 
offices, and perhaps half of them, 
have at least one electric type- 
writer. 

Electric typewriters offer numer- 
ous advantages. They are faster, 
less fatiguing, and do more uni- 
form work. For cutting carbon 
copies or stencils they do a su- 
perior job. When equipped with 
carbon ribbon attachments they 
greatly improve the appearance of 
finished work. Office managers 
indicate that that the net produc- 
tion of a typist using an electric 
typewriter is substantially greater 
than one using a manual machine. 
Typing time costs money. If elec- 
tric typewriters turn out more 
work, they’ reduce your overhead. 
That is money in your pocket. 

There is also a certain prestige 
factor in having electric typewrit- 
ers in your office. Your clients 
are impressed, for the quality of 
the work is obvious. Your secre- 
tary is likewise pleased, because 
of the inherent advantages of the 
electric machine. While electric 
machines are somewhat more ex- 
pensive than manual machines— 
approximately double in cost—the 
increased efficiency they bring is 


an item worth considering. 
Copying Equipment 

The most useful machine to ap- 
pear in the law office since World 
War II is the copying machine. 
Very rapid improvements have 
been made in this equipment, and 
undoubtedly it will be further im- 
proved as time goes on. When 
you think of the many uses that 
such equipment has, the great econ- 
omy in time saved in copying and 
proofreading materials, it is diffi- 
cult to understand how any law 
office can operate without some 
sort of copying equipment. 

There are now available excel- 
lent, low-cost units using one of 
several processes of copying. Be- 
cause each copying process differs 
from all others, there is much room 
for analysis of what you are going 
to expect the equipment to do 
before you purchase it. Of the 
machines available for law office 
use, those most generally used are 
either of the wet or two-stage pro- 
cess, or of the dry, single-stage 
process. Each type has its ad- 
vantages and disadvantages. 

If your office does a volume of 
tax return preparation, by ll 
means investigate the use of copy- 
ing equipment to prepare the dup- 
licate tax returns. There are now 
available pre-printed master sheets 
on a translucent paper on which 
the original return can be filled 
in, either with pen, pencil or on 
the typewriter. The duplicate 
copies can be made very inexpen- 
sively with a copying process. 
Great economies in typing time can 
be made, particularly since sev- 
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Dictating Machines 

One of the most useful, and also 
one of the most controversial, 
pieces of office equipment is the 
dictating machine. It symbolizes 
both office mechanization and the 
resistance to mechanization. 

As you know, some _ lawyers 
swear by dictating machines; oth- 
ers swear at them. Some lawyers 
state that the machine is the equiv- 
alent of one-half a secretary; other 
lawyers say they cannot work with 
the dictating equipment with any 
success whatsoever. 

The advantages of the modern 
electronic dictating equipment are 
many. It eliminates one of the 
very obvious duplications of effort 
in the office, i. e., when the lawyer 
is dictating to his secretary she 
must write it in her book and 
write it again on the typewriter, 
and be present in the lawyer’s of- 
fice away from her typewriter all 
of the time he is dictating or talk- 
ing on the phone. 

The dictating machine enables 
the lawyer to work at night or 
weekends, either at the office or 
away from it, and while the office 
personnel is otherwise busy. When 
he is dictating material that must 
be carefully thought out or glean- 
ed from various sources over a 
long period of time, the machine 
is always ready without wasting a 
stenographer’s time. It enables 
him to turn over some of the dic- 
tated material to other secretaries 
for transcription, thereby distrib- 
uting the work load among the typ- 
ing staff. This is important in the 
large law office, where a transcrib- 


eral concerns are now making a 
complete system of these master 
sheets available to law offices. If 
you can effect a savings of from 
25 to 50 per cent in the typing time 
on tax returns, you can turn what 
may be a money-losing portion of 
your practice into a money-maker. 

If you figure that one hour of 
your stenographer’s time costs you 
$2.50, and on a net productive basis 
I am sure that it will, then a sav- 
ings of one hour a day in copying 
and proofreading will mean a sav- 
ings of $652 a year. Remember, 
a small copying job, including the 
proofreading time, will take an 
hour of your stenographer’s time. 
On a copying machine you can do 
it in less than a minute. Isn’t this 
a most worthwhile savings to shoot 
for? Thus the investment of ap- 
proximately $300 in a single piece 
of equipment which should last for 
at least seven or eight years may 
enable you to increase your office 
output and your net income, by a 
significant amount. 

Duplicating Equipment 

Almost every law office has oc- 
casion to reproduce a number of 
copies of some exhibit, letter, mem- 
orandum, or brief. The equip- 
ment commonly used is a mimeo- 
graph, hectograph, or offset. Again, 
the equipment is available to do 
almost any sort of job, and the 
cost is from less than $100 to near- 
ly $3,000. Analyze your needs and 
determine for yourself whether or 
not you can make efficient use of 
duplicating equipment, and which 
process best fits your needs. 
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ing pool can be set up. 

Now, undoubtedly, down here 
in this land of peaches and lovely 
ladies, you have a vast supply of 
competent stenographers hammer- 
ing on your office doors looking for 
work. Unfortunately, up my way, 
we are in a sort of period of famine. 
That points out another use of dic- 
tating equipment. There are many 
competent ex-legal steno’s who 
have a typewriter in their home. 
They won’t work even part time in 
an office, but they will transcribe 
dictation in their homes—and do 
a good job of it, as needed. This 
can be a life-saver when you are 
in a jam at the office. Keep it in 
mind for an emergency. 

Despite these advantages, there 
are some off-setting disadvantages. 
Foremost is the personal element. 
Some lawyers believe there is 
something undignified and ineffi- 
cient about dictating to a machine. 
Maybe it is a matter of pride. 
Where there is real teamwork be- 
tween a lawyer and his secretary, 
she can save him considerable time 
in personalized attention, by taking 
instructions, and following routine 
procedures with which she is ac- 
quainted and which need not be 
dictated. For example, a lawyer 
may rely on his secretary to re- 
mind him, during dictation, of cer- 
tain details, or to be responsible 
for looking up the address or cer- 
tain information in the material. 
Some lawyers believe this is more 
easily handled on a personal basis 
by dictating to a stenographer and 
cannot be handled as well with 
machine dictation. 


In case those of you who do not 
now use electric dictation equip- 
ment have any false ideas about 
what is available, let me urge you 
to try one of the modern electric 
machines which record on either 
a magnetic or plastic disk or belt. 
They are vastly improved over the 
old machine with the gramophone- 
type cylinder and the fidelity will 
surprise you, as will the conve- 
nience of the operating controls. 

Most law offices’ needs will be 
better met by a separate dictat- 
ing machine and transcription unit. 
Occasionally a small office may be 
able to use a combination machine. 
In large offices it is possible to have 
a central recording machine with 
a telephone-type dictating device 
in the individual lawyer’s office. 

Despite the old saying, it is pos- 
sible to teach old dogs new tricks. 
That applies to lawyers learning to 
use dictating equipment. You may 
have to learn better dictating hab- 
its, and reorganize your office pro- 
cedure, but you will find that elec- 
tric dictating equipment is par- 
ticularly adapted to the rather spec- 
ialized needs of the lawyer. In 
many instances you can work far 
more efficiently through the use of 
such equipment. If you do not use 
it, and have not tried it recently, 
I urge you to reconsider at an early 
date. If the installation of equip- 
ment, which will cost from $600 to 
$700 upward depending on the 
number of units, will save the cost 
of an extra secretary, or even one 
half the cost, the equipment will 
pay for itself in short order, and 
thereby net you substantial income. 
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Of course, unless you are willing 
to use the equipment, it won’t do 
you any good to buy it and let it 
rust away. 

Here is an idea used by many ef- 
ficient lawyers. If in your type 
of practice you dictate a great many 
letters of a similar nature, work 
out a manual or notebook contain- 
ing various sample letters, or para- 
graphs from letters and documents 
that you write regularly. Then 
when you dictate, you do not re- 
dictate every time you use these 
standard letters or paragraphs. 
Merely dictate the individualized 
portions, and refer to the others 
to be incorporated by paragraph 
number or form number. This 
will save a great deal of time. 
Adding Machines and Calculators 

Tax return preparation, estate 
work, and office bookkeeping make 
it imperative that even the one- 
man law office have an adding 
machine. Many small and fool- 
proof machines are on the mar- 
ket, either manual or electric. 
Choose one to fit your needs, hav- 
ing a tape, and with sufficient col- 
umns to handle the work you do. 

A lawyer’s work must be accu- 
rate, and you can ill-afford to do 
without the convenience and accu- 
racy of an adding machine. Fur- 
thermore, your clients are entitled 
to the protection of such equip- 
ment. Some very fine lawyers 
make it a point to have small add- 
ing machines in their individual 
offices so that totals can be run up 
during a conference or while the 
lawyer is working at his desk. The 
small cost of this great convenience 


will oftentimes improve the law- 
yer’s efficiency. 

If the law office does a consider- 
able volume of tax return prepara- 
tion or estate work, you should 
consider having a small calculator 
available. These calculators will 
add and subtract without making a 
tape, but will also multiply and di- 
vide very speedily. 

Recording Machines 

Many lawyers find that the small 
cost of a portable recording ma- 
chine, usually of the tape recorder 
type, is a good investment. A very 
satisfactory portable tape recorder 
can be purchased for under $200. 
It can be used to record confer- 
ences, to take statements, or to 
record depositions and other pro- 
ceedings. Do not attempt to use a 
tape recorder as a substitute for 
dictating equipment. While it is 
possible to transcribe the material 
recorded on the tape, the equip- 
ment is not designed for the stop 
and start usage required in tran- 
scribing office dictation. 

In my part of the country, and 
very likely that is true here, it is 
frequently difficult to obtain a 
competent court reporter on short 
notice. It is also very expensive. 
Frequently there are long delays 
before the transcript can be typed. 
Even though a transcript is made, 
it is convenient to have your own 
tape recording of the session, be- 
cause then you can go back to your 
office and immediately replay any 
portion of the recorded hearing. 
This may enable you to prepare 
briefs or other documents imme- 
diately without waiting for the 
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transcript to be typed. Sometimes 
it eliminates the necessity of ever 
having the reporter transcribe her 
notes. 

Postage Metering Machines 

Many law offices find it both 
economical and convenient to in- 
stall a postage metering machine. 
These are devices to print the post- 
age directly onto envelopes or onto 
gummed labels or stickers which 
can be attached to packages and en- 
velopes or other mail. 

The postage meters are available 
through several manufacturers but 
under very strict government reg- 
ulations. Some of the machines 
are small hand-operated ones. 
Others are large machines that will 
seal the envelopes automatically. 
The machines are purchased by the 
office, but the meter is always ob- 
tained on a rental basis. 

In operation it works this way: 
the meter may be set only at a 
post office. The meter and a check 
for advance postage is taken there, 
the meter is unlocked and the 
proper amount of postage set into 
it. The meter is then sealed and 
returned to the law office. As the 
meter prints postage, it is auto- 
matically subtracted from the 
amount set in the machine. 

The principal advantage of a 
postage meter machine, particular- 
ly one which also seals the envel- 
opes, is its speed and convenience. 
It is no longer necessary to main- 
tain a stamp drawer, since post- 
age of any amount can be affixed 
by the machine. This solves the 
problem of never having the right 
denominations of stamps and en- 


ables the office to purchase its post- 
age in large amounts without hav- 
ing valuable stamps in the office. 
It also removes the temptation to 
“borrow” postage from the stamp 
box for personal use. 

Filing Equipment 

The maintenance of proper files 
and records have particular im- 
portance in a law office. Because 
of the responsibility to your clients, 
the lawyer has a special duty to 
maintain proper files. A good deal 
of the information that passes 
through the office must be kept for 
long periods of time, and so filed 
and indexed as to be immediately 
available. In addition, there are 
the active files which are referred 
to from day to day pending dispo- 
sition of the cases. 

Thus you must have two basic 
types of filing equipment—that for 
the temporary, working files and 
that for the inactive or dead files, 
which nevertheless must be re- 
tained almost indefinitely. 

Filing equipment itself is costly, 
but more important to you, it occu- 
pies floor space which in modern 
law offices is very costly. There 
have been many changes made in 
recent years in filing equipment, 
mostly directed at the obvious econ- 
omy of reducing the floor space re- 
quired. This has been done by 
streamlining the files and making 
them in five or six drawer height 
instead of the traditional four- 
drawer file. One innovation is 


shelf-filing which in certain cir- 
cumstances has some advantages, 
but is not generally adapted to 
law office filing. In shelf filing the 
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file folders are arranged on open 
shelves designed for that purpose. 
These shelves may have doors. It 
does have the advantage of com- 
pactness and relative low cost, but 
probably is best adapted to large 
commercial operations. 

Equally important to the filing 
equipment, and perhaps more so, 
is a system of filing and indexing 
to enable you to quickly find in the 
files the folder or documents that 
you need. Since this talk is de- 
voted to equipment and not to 
systems, I shall not get into the 
subject. 

I do emphasize, however, that 
this is perhaps the heart of the en- 
tire office system, and a good deal 
of attention should be given to in- 
stalling in your law office a filing 
system that is designed to produce 
the results you need. A great deal 
is available on law office filing sys- 
tems in such studies as Arch Can- 
trell has made, or in books such as 
the one by McCarty on Law Office 
Management. 

Whenever you start a new filing 
system or reorganize an old one, 
be sure that the system is one that 
permits growth and expansion and 
will not have to be changed as 
your practice grows and you take 
on associates. And in connection 
with this, why not try to get away, 
as far as you can, from using legal 
size documents and legal size fil- 
ing equipment? This is largely a 
practice that lawyers have inher- 
ited, and it costs us dearly in extra 
storage space, higher file costs, 
and the like. For 99 per cent of 
your regular correspondence and 


law work, the standard 814 by 11 
inch paper and files will do. Let’s 
participate in the general business 
trend away from the old “legal 
size” documents that were used 
200 years ago when documents 
were folded for storage in pigeon- 
hole type compartments. 

Your secretary’s time represents 
a substantial overhead. If your 
office filing system can be im- 
proved to save her even fifteen 
minutes a day, that is just that 
much more productive time avail- 
able for the real work of the office. 

The Use of Microfilm 

One problem becoming more 
troublesome each year is the stor- 
age of dead files. With the cost 
of office space running from $2.50 
to $5.00 or more a square foot per 
year, it is uneconomical to have 
many square feet of office space 
occupied by files full of records 
and papers on matters that are 
closed and seldom used. 

Many offices have a policy of 
never throwing away any files. 
Others retain them for a reason- 
able number of years, and then 
dispose of them or cut them down 
and preserve only the most import- 
ant papers. They may or may not 
remove them to less expensive 
storage space in the building or 
elsewhere. None of these practices 
is entirely satisfactory. 

Almost every city has some 
agency which will for a reasonable 
charge microfilm records of this 
type. You are all familiar with 
microfilm, I am sure. The process 
consists of taking a picture of each 
page or document to be recorded, 
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and storing thousands of these neg- 
atives on a single reel. The process 
is extremely fast and exact copies 
of the filmed material can be re- 
printed or the films can be read 
through a visual reader. 

At a very reasonable cost any 
law office can buy a microfilm 
reader and have the older records 
microfilmed. The savings in space 
is very great, since one roll of 16 
mm. microfilm, about 4 inches in 
diameter, can usually accommodate 
material equivalent to that stored 
in two conventional file drawers. 
With proper indexing, any of the 
recorded material can be located in 
a matter of moments. The use of 
microfilm has the further advan- 
tage that duplicate films can be 
made inexpensively and stored at 
some distance from the office, such 
as in a bank vault or other place of 
security, to guard against destruc- 
tion of the original film which is 
maintained in the office. 

If it is not feasible or necessary 
to microfilm your old records, at 
least take a close look at what it is 
costing you in rent and loss of 
space to store your old records in 
your office. Perhaps you can rent 
less expensive space elsewhere, 
such as in a commercial storage 
warehouse. 

Your Law Office 

Fully as important as an ef- 
ficient office system and modern 
office machinery is the importance 
of a comfortable attractive office 
with an efficient layout. 

The subject of modern law office 
design and layout is a considerable 
one in itself. I am happy to state 


that the special committee on Eco- 
nomics of Law Practice of the 
American Bar Association is soon 
to issue a pamphlet on this subject. 
I have seen the rough draft, and 
can promise you a very useful and 
interesting publication. 

There is an increasing trend to- 
ward the construction of profes- 
sional office buildings for occu- 
pancy by one or more lawyers, and 
for the redesign and refurnishing 
of rented office space along more 
modern lines. Certainly every con- 
sideration should be given to the 
maintenance of a thoroughly mod- 
ern and comfortable office. The 
client cannot be expected to be 
impressed by some of the dingy, 
antiquated offices that one finds 
throughout the country. 

More important than merely 
creating a good impression on the 
client is the fact that a modern, 
well-equipped and comfortable of- 
fice will improve the efficiency of 
the lawyer and of his office staff. 
It is not enough that the office be 
neat and clean and comfortable but 
it must be laid out to facilitate ef- 
ficient operation. 

Since a lawyer spends approxi- 
mately one-third of his time in his 
office, he should give every consid- 
eration to making it a comfortable 
place for himself and his staff. 
There is really no excuse for not 
having air conditioning in this 
modern age if you live in a climate 
that requires it. Similarly, ade- 


quate heating and ventilation, and 
particularly, adequate lighting are 
a must. 

In this connection, I recommend 
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your study of the attached sheet 
entitled “Does the Appearance of 
Your Office Help or Hinder Your 
Practice?” When you return home 
spend a few minutes filling in the 
attached law office rating chart. 
It may give you food for thought. 
Law Libraries 

Office rents have doubled and 
secretarial salaries have increased 
greatly, but the increased cost of 
maintaining a law library has 
soared out of sight. This is due to 
a combination of many more books 
being necessary, as well as the 
higher cost of the books them- 
selves. On top of the cost of the 
books, is the rental of office space 
to accommodate your ever-increas- 
ing library. 

I am sorry that I cannot offer you 
the solution to this problem. Some 
lawyers have formed joint law li- 
braries maintained by several needs 
and have found it necessary, even 
though they dislike doing so, to 
discontinue some of the sets of re- 
ports and other reference works 
simply to save money. Up my way 
in each county seat the Circuit 
Court, which is the trial court, 
maintains a fairly complete li- 
brary. The lawyers in the area, 
with the assistance of the court 
and the local bar association, have 
in many instances made available 
to the library certain volumes and 
reference works which eliminates 
the necessity for individual law- 
yers to purchase them. 

One new idea in this field has ap- 
peared in recent years. It is the 
micro-card on which is printed in 
minute form micro-photographs of 


up to 100 pages of a law book. By 
inserting this card in a magnifying 
reader, the lawyer is able to quick- 
ly find the proper page and to read 
the magnified reproduction in full 
size. These micro-readers have 
many advantages, particularly in 
saving space, but they also have 
some disadvantages. They do not 
save a great deal of money, and are 
available for only a few editions at 
this time. For certain purposes 
they have much to recommend 
them, and it will pay you to watch 
what develops in this field. 
Conclusion 

So that you may study some of 
the recommendations and the chart 
which I mentioned, I have had this 
paper reproduced and distributed 
to you. 

After you hear the following 
speakers, perhaps you will want to 
re-check a few of the points I have 
made. Go home and talk them 
over with your partner or asso- 
ciate, if you have one. 

Remember, efficiency is the key 
word. Strive for it in every way— 
but don’t pass up a sure-fire bet by 
not availing yourself of modern 
office equipment. 





Does the Appearance of Your 
Office 
HELP OR HINDER 
Your Practice? 

Like love at first sight, most 
sound lawyer-client relationships 
stem from a satisfactory first con- 
ference. First impressions are last- 
ing. Part of a lawyer’s reputation 
is based on the impression people 

(Continued on page 105) 
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(Continued from page 103) 
get from the physical aspects of 
his law office, and of him and his 
office staff. 

Lawyers in general have lagged 
behind other professional men— 
such as doctors, dentists and ac- 
countants—in providing and equip- 
ping modern, attractive offices. Al- 
though not every lawyer or law 
firm can build a modern office 
building, every lawyer can make 
at least a few improvements that, 
by actual test, are well worth their 
cost. Keeping an office clean, neat 
and pleasant requires no great out- 
lay of money. 

The rating chart in this folder is 
offered to help point out possible 
needed improvements in your of- 
fice. It suggests only the more 
common faults, but a quick check 
of them will give you an idea of 
just how your office rates. 


Law Office Rating Chart 
Grade your office “yes” or “no” on each 
question: 
OFFICE-General 

Yes No 

1. Are the offices readily acces- 
sible ? —_— 

2. Are the offices appropriately 
identified ? —_-— 

3. Do the offices present a neat 
and orderly appearance? —_— 

4. Is there sufficient light for 

your purposes and to permit 

your clients to read while 
waiting? —_—— 
. Is there ample room? — — 
6. Is the ventilation adequate? — — 

7. If there is no ventilating sys- 

tem, are electric fans provided 
where necessary? —_— 

8. Are the walls attractively dec- 
orated? —_-— 

9. Do you have any control over 


or 


the relative humidity? 


0. In the winter does the heating 


a. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


system maintain a_ healthful 

temperature? 

Are the offices cleaned regu- 

larly? 

Does the cleaning include win- 

dows, drapes, etc.? 

Do you provide drinking water 

facilities for your office per- 

sonnel and for your clients? 

Are there parking facilities for 

your clients reasonably close 

to your offices? 

Are your washroom facilities 

adequate? 

Is modern, interesting reading 

material available to clients 

in the waiting room? 
LIBRARY 


. Are your books systematically 


arranged? 


. Do you have proper lighting 


for reading? 


. Are your books regularly 
cleaned? 

. Do you_ discard obsolete 
books? 


. Do you have reading facilities 


close at hand? 


. Are your books maintained in 


good repair? 
EQUIPMENT 


. Do you have up-to-date 


(a) files? 

(b) typewriters? 

(c) dictation equipment? 
(d) Adding machines? 


. Are your desks, chairs and 


other office furniture main- 
tained in such condition as to 
be a credit to your office? 


. Do you have inter-office com- 


munication equipment? 
BILLING AND BOOKS 


. Are your records adequate for 


you to substantiate your fees? 


. Are your records kept up-to- 


date? 


. Do you bill your clients regu- 


larly? 


. Is your office accounting ade- 
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quate for tax purposes? _-— 


STAFF 


1. Is your personnel polite and 
friendly? —_— 


2. Is your personnel accommodat- 


ing? Leer 
3. Is the appearance of your staff 
satisfactory ? —_— 
4. Does your personnel handle 
telephone conversations in a 
business-like manner? —_— 


CLASS OF 1933 REUNION 


The University of Nebraska Law 
Class of 1933 will hold a 25th An- 
niversary Class Reunion in Omaha 
on Wednesday evening, October 1, 
1958. 

This date immediately precedes 
the convocation of the 1958 An- 
nual Meeting of the Nebraska State 
Bar Association, and it is hoped 
that a large number of the mem- 
bers of this class will be able to 
be present. It will be greatly ap- 
preciated if those who find it im- 
possible to attend will submit bi- 
ographies and details of their ca- 


BOOK REVIEW 


NEBRASKA AUTOMOBILE 
NEGLIGENCE LAW, by Ray C. 
Simmons, published by Thomas 
Law Book Company, 209 No. 3rd 
St., St. Louis 2, Missouri. (1957). 
$20.00. 584 Pages. 

This book, to be kept current 
with annual pocket parts, digests 
Nebraska’s more than 750 auto-ac- 
cident cases and will doubtless be- 
come a standard item in the library 
of every practicing Nebraska law- 
yer. Certainly the excellence of 
the work has been recognized here 
at the University. The law li- 
brary’s two copies appear to be in 
almost constant demand and it was 
only with difficulty that I kept pos- 


reers for the benefit of those who 
are present. These may be sent 
either to Arthur E. Perry, 615 First 
National Bank Building, Lincoln 8, 
Nebraska, or L. R. Ricketts, 405 
Continental Building, Lincoln 8, 
Nebraska. 

All the members of the class 
will be contacted directly by letter 
as soon as the details of the Reunion 
have been worked out. 

Anyone having knowledge of the 
present address of Leroy A. Nelson, 
please contact L. R. Ricketts. 


session of one copy from the stu- 
dents long enough to enable me to 
write this review. 

The book’s six chapters, divided 
into nearly 300 sections, are respec- 
tively devoted to accident situa- 
tions, damages, evidence, instruc- 
tions, rules and doctrines and stat- 
utes and negligence allegations. 
The author digests the cases con- 
cisely yet accurately and clearly 
and in terms of their factual situa- 
tions rather than according to gen- 
eral rules of law. Preceding each 
case digest is a bold type thumb- 
nail sketch of the facts and hold- 
ing, a particularly useful and time- 
saving feature. 
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The book contains not only di- 
rect holdings but also many collat- 
eral holdings which cannot be 
found in any encyclopedia. Case 
digests list the exact page in the 
Nebraska reports where holdings 
can be found and the various sec- 
tions of the book contain cross- 
references to Nebraska statutes and 
cite Nebraska decisions containing 
particularly helpful discussions of 
the law. All of the material ap- 
pearing in the book is made in- 
stantly accessible by means of two 
extremely detailed and accurate 
indexes. The indexing of the book 
could hardly be improved. 

While I was personally most im- 
pressed with the author’s chapter 
on damages—a subject which is 
frequently slighted in books on 
auto-accident law—the quality of 
the entire book is extremely high 
and the evidence sections will 
prove especially useful for quick 
reference in court. These sections 
are very detailed, such as: “Wit- 


ness estimates speed of vehicle 
coming directly toward him;” 


“Witness estimates speed of vehicle 


he sees approaching in his rear 
view mirror;”’ and “Witness esti- 
mates speed of vehicle in which he 
is riding.” 

Mr. Ray C. Simmons, the author 
of “Nebraska Automobile Negli- 
gence Law,” is a 1950 graduate of 
the University of Nebraska College 
of Law. Upon graduation, he 
served for one year as law clerk 
to Mr. Justice Harold H. Burton of 
the United States Supreme Court. 
Mr. Simmons has been practicing 
law in Fremont since 1953 with the 
firm of Spear, Lamme & Simmons. 
He was state chairman of the Ne- 
braska Junior Bar in 1956 and is 
a member of the Nebraska Legis- 
lature. 


Dale W. Broeder 
Assistant Professor, 


University of Nebraska 
College of Law 


News of the Schools 














Creighton Law Graduates—1958 

The following students were 
graduated from The Creighton 
University School of Law on June 


CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY 


SCHOOL OF LAW 


4, 1958: 

Andersen, LeRoy Merrell, Maywood 
Brown, Robert Oscar, Omaha 
Bruckner, Morris James, -Omaha 








108 


NEBRASKA STATE BAR JOURNAL 





Dunn, Warren Howard, Omaha 
Harris, R. Robert, Omaha 
Harvey, Edward Thomas Jr., Creston, Ia. 
Hennings, Werner Rolland, Long Lake, 
Minn. 
Koley, Patricia Killeas, Omaha 
Lindquist, Joy Noel, Omaha 
McGill, Stephen T., Omaha 
Mentele, Ronald H., Omaha 
Pirruccello, Salvatore, Omaha 
Sommer, George Andrew, Omaha 
Vondrasek, Robert Conrad, Omaha 
Watts, Paul Eugene, Omaha 
Weber, Lawrence F., Walnut, Ia. 
Winner, Francis Lally, Omaha 
All of this group, who took the 
Nebraska State Bar Examination, 
were successful and have been ad- 


mitted to practice in Nebraska. 


Faculty Changes, 1958-1959 

The following additions to the 
faculty of the School of Law have 
been announced. 

Reverend LeRoy Endres, S. J., a 
graduate of the University of Mich- 
igan Law School and presently en- 
gaged in graduate law study at the 
University of Chicago will join the 
faculty in September with the rank 
of Assistant Professor of Law. 
Father Endres will teach Jurispru- 
dence, Family Law, and Future 
Interests.. He will serve also as 
spiritual counselor to law students. 

Mr. Stuart L. Gottlieb, A. B., Hof- 
stra College, Hempstead, New 
York, L. L. B., Georgetown Uni- 
versity Law Center, Washington, 
D. C., has joined the faculty as an 
Assistant Professor of Law. Mr. 
Gottlieb will teach Contracts and 
subjects in the field of commercial 
transactions. Mr. Gottlieb served 
on the staff of the Georgetown Law 
Journal. He is a member of the 
bar of the District of Columbia 


where he has been engaged in prac- 
tice during the past year. He is 
married and has one child. 

Mr. Manfred Pieck, B. S., New 
York University, and L. L. B. and 
L. L. M., Columbia Law School, 
has been engaged at the rank of 
Assistant Professor of Law, and 
will take over the courses in Con- 
stitutional Law, International Law 
and Property, formerly taught by 
Professor Newhouse. Mr. Pieck is 
admitted to practice in the State 
of New York, where he was for a 
time associated with a New York 
law firm in the practice of law. 
Mr. Pieck is married and will move 
to Omaha in August. 

Professor William Sternberg 

Retires 

William P. Sternberg, Professor 
of Law, who has served on the full 
time faculty of the School of Law 
since 1920, retired from active 
teaching at the end of the school 
year. Professor Sternberg was 
graduated from the College of Arts 
and Sciences in 1907, and received 
his Bachelor of Laws degree from 
the School of Law in 1910. He was 
engaged in private practice for ten 
years before beginning has career 
as a law teacher. Professor Stern- 
berg’s subjects were Contracts, 
Property and Partnership, but 
his interests were not restricted 
to these. He published many ar- 
ticles on a wide range of legal sub- 
jects and was well known in Omaha 
as an accomplished speaker on a 
variety of scholarly subjects. 

On May 8, 1958, a dinner, in rec- 
ognition of his long and valuable 
service, held at the Blackstone 
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Hotel, attracted more than 250 law 
alumni. The Very Reverend Carl 
M. Reinert, S. J., President of The 
Creighton University, was the prin- 
cipal speaker. Charles F. Bon- 
gardt, spoke in behalf of the law 
alumni and presented Professor 
Sternberg with a bound volume of 
letters from alumni and a purse of 
more than _ $1,300.00. 


Stephen McGill Wins Scholarship 
Prize 
Stephen McGill, L. L. B. cum 
laude, 1958, was awarded the Fac- 
ulty Plaque for the highest trien- 
nial average in law at the Senior- 
Alumni dinner on June 2. He also 


was awarded the Student Bar As- 
sociation Plaque for outstanding 
service to the School of Law. These 
achievements were climaxed on 
Commencement Day when he was 
the recipient of the Greater Creigh- 
ton Award, a university award 
made by the President to a worthy 
student for outstanding service to 
the University. 

Mr. McGill is now an associate 
in the firm of Fitzgerald, Hamer, 
Brown and Leahy, Omaha, Ne- 
braska. 


Estate Planning Competition 
Stephen T. McGill, 1024 Park 
Avenue, has won the Omaha Na- 


2 yt pa 








Seated from left to right: Stephen T. McGill and John Cockle, Trust Officer, Oma- 
ha National Bank. Standing from left to right: Louis Strom, Francis Winner, 
and Merrell L. Andersen. 
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tional Bank Annual Estate Plan- 
ing Competition among the gradu- 
ating class of the Creighton Law 
School. He was presented with the 
one-hundred-dollar check for the 
first prize by John Cockle, Omaha 
National Bank trust officer. 

The competition is open to senior 
students in a course in Tax and 
Estate Planning. These students 
plan the disposition of a hypotheti- 
cal client’s estate. This year’s prob- 
lem involved a successful doctor 
whose cattle-feeding interests and 
other investments provided him 
with a $700,000 fortune. From this 
he wishes to care for his wife, aged 
mother, invalid daughter and two 
other children. 


The contest committee consisted 
of Daniel J. Monen, senior vice 
president and trust officer of the 
bank, Edwin Cassem, president of 
the Omaha Bar Association, and 
County Judge Robert R. Troyer. 
Professor John E. North, instructor 
of the Estate Planning course, se- 
lected the ten top plans submitted 
by the class. 

Second prize in the competition 
was awarded to Francis L. Winner, 
Denison, Iowa, and consisted of a 
check for fifty dollars. Third and 
fourth prizes, twenty-five dollars 
each, were awarded to Merrell L. 
Andersen, Maywood, Nebraska, and 
Louis J. Strom, 106 Fifth Avenue, 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN MINERAL 


LAW INSTITUTE 


The Fourth Annual Rocky Moun- 
tain Mineral Law Institute is a 
joint project of the bar associa- 
tions, industry associations and law 
schools in the seven-state Rocky 
Mountain region and is scheduled 
to be held at Boulder, Colo., July 
30-August “2. It presents care- 
fully selected experts of national 


reputation on current oil and gas, 
mining and taxation problems of 
regional interest. Stimulating pa- 
pers, informal discussion periods 
and excellent recreational oppor- 
tunities are certain to give special- 
ist and informed practitioner alike 
a profitable and interesting holi- 
day experience. 


IN MEMORIAM 


It is with deep regret that the Journal records the passing 
of these members of our Association: 


John L. Barton 
Admitted 1918 

Cloyde B. Ellis 
Admitted 1923 

Loyal G. Kaplan 
Admitted 1938 


Omaha 
Beatrice 


Omaha 
Died June 1958 


Died May 1958 
Died April 1958 





Harold J. Reed 
Admitted 1939 
Charles L. Brewster 
Admitted 1903 


Omaha 

Died June 1958 
Beatrice 

Died July 1958 
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Cooperation with 
Attorneys 


TRUST 
DEPARTMENT 


You can be sure we will do our part to. 
protect attorney’s interests and those of their 
clients. Inquiries concerning the many fidu- 
ciary services of our Trust Department are 


invited! 
NATIONAL BANK of COMMERCE 
13th & “O” Streets Lincoln, Nebraska 


\Q Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 








OMAHA DAILY RECORD 


Omaha’s Court and Commercial Newspaper 
Established 1886 318 South 19th Street 
The ONLY Newspaper dedicated completely to serving 
Attorneys in all Courts in Douglas County, Nebraska. 
Publishing Legal Notices is Our Business—Not a Sideline! 
R. A. TALBOT, Publisher A. H. HENNINGSEN, General Mgr. 











“HOME OF HUFFMAN LEGAL FORMS” 
FELTON & WOLF COMPANY 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 


1228 “P” St. Lincoln, Nebraska 
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To the Lawyers 
of Nebraska. . . 


Complete facilities 
for handling your 
banking and fiduciary business 


promptly and effectively. 


Trust and Estate Department 





FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 








Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 























